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finding we were to have a strong battery, in which I could
never disgrace myself in performing the part of a simple
bombardier. . . . You know as well as all my friends with
what zeal I opposed His Highness's election, but I am not
of that school who would cherish a rancorous and perpetual
hostility. ... I have got over all my other scruples, and
intend to go along with things as they are, and not to fight
against the stream and old time by joining B. and his cold
and comfortless crew. In taking this step I feel that I
shall be liable to the kind innuendos of some of my ultra
friends, but my most intimate friend Lyell, who is the only
man in my confidence on the point, completely approves of
my conduct."

" In this way," to return to the narrative, " the second
Council of the Duke of Sussex's administration was formed.
With his bonhomie, his ready access at all times when in
health, and his earnest desire to do what was best in the
interests of science, we who had been his opponents became
his best friends in the sequel There was also this advantage
in having him for our chief, that all scientific rivalry was at
an end.

" As an active member of the Athenseum Club (of which
I was one of the original 300), I had a finger in most things
which were stirring among men of letters, art, and science.
It was for these men that the club was set up, Davy, Croker,
and Reginald Heber being its real founders and earliest
trustees. I must say that it was then a truly sociable and
agreeable society. Little home dinners of twelve or fourteen
were frequent, Heber or Davy often presiding, particularly
the former."

The Presidency of the Geological Society was employed for his royal
